
 

 

Minutes 
Senior Connections 
1/23/17 
 
Present: Pete and Patty Gasparini, Kathi Esposito, Nina and Bruce Ruppert, Maureen 
Goodman, Tom Howell, Mary Jernigan 
 
This was an interim meeting requested by Pete in order to report  on preparations for our March 
18th St. Patrick's/St. Joseph's Party. 
 
Advance Publicity: During  the last week-end of February, Pete will make  the announcement 
that we will start selling tickets the following week; and he will ask Father Cliff to make 
announcements from the altar. We will have bulletin inserts as well. Pete has spoken with 
Shawn Ward about communications, and Christian Service members have offered to help with 
this event as well. 
 
Tickets: Pete has card stock which we can use. Tickets will be numbered as before and we will 
keep track of them.  Bruce and Nina  will oversee ticket sales, which will take place primarily  
after all the Masses, next to the piano,  during the two week-ends immediately preceding the 
event. A volunteer will be asked to sell tickets after each Mass. It was suggested that the ticket 
sellers wear green St. Patrick's hats so that Mass-goers will be attracted to the ticket station.  
Alternatively, tickets will be available at the parish office using the week. We expect the price to 
remain at $20.  We can print up to 200 tickets. Last year, we sold 135-140.   
Last year, we turned away a few people after the decided- upon number of tickets had been 
sold. We will not do this again because there were several no-shows last time, and we could 
have accommodated the last minute people. If people show  up at the door the night of the 
party, and we have room, we will sell them tickets. There will be ticket-takers at both doors. 
 
Food:  Kathi has been working with "A Catered Affair" on an Irish/Italian menu.  We will set up 
two serving stations. 
We had too much bread left over last year, when we served both Italian bread and Irish soda 
bread; so we will cut back on the bread offerings. We discussed eliminating salad because there 
is so much other food;  also, salad ingredients are costly;  and preparation and distribution add  
a considerable amount of work to the serving process.   
If the caterer is unable to provide dessert within our budget parameters, we will order 
appropriately decorated  sheet cakes from Tops. 
 
Music: Jared Shepherd will provide piano music and will be accompanied by a fiddler. Our 
music director, Joel, and our vocalist, Rachel, will entertain also. We hope to have the Irish step 
dancer again, as well as the parish's own Irish foursome from last year. 
 
 
Decor: Maureen, Nina, and Patty will oversee the decorations and set-up. Maureen will check 
to see what supplies we have on hand and supplement as necessary. We will use white 
tablecloths with colored napkins and will augment with rolls of green and red plastic as we have 
done in the past. 
 
Bar:     Tom will tend bar again, as  he did last year. Jeff Assanza and  Chuck and Jean Davoli 
have offered to help. We will have two bars, as before, and will offer beer, wine, and Irish coffee. 
We have some beer and wine on hand, and the rest will be donated. We will not offer little-
known brands of Irish beer, because people were hesitant to try them and preferred better-



 

 

known labels.  We will try to find different coolers because Tom advised that last year the ice 
melted into a block and the beer was trapped underneath. 
 
Volunteer Appreciation: As a gesture of appreciation to all the parish volunteers, Father Cliff 
has very graciously  offered  any volunteer a complimentary ticket to any one of our parish 
functions, including this one. Specifics of the offer will be forthcoming. 
 
Next Meeting: Monday, February 13th at 4:30 
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